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Abstract:

Recent exploration and study have identified methane

seeps on new margins, in new settings, and with new

species. Here I describe research on the ecology and

dynamics of Pacific seep macrofauna on hard and soft

substrates, and advances in understanding of their trophic

structure, resource partitioning, and novel symbioses.

This work has identified a continuum of seep

configurations, chemotones, ecosystem services and

climate vulnerability, yielding an unexpected sphere of

influence, with implications for management on

continental margins.
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